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SOME 


| CONSIDERATIONS 


Relative to the 


CoAL TRADE, Se. 


WT has ever been tlie true Policy of Govern- 
ment in all Nations, to make the People 
happy : For where the People are happy, 
they increaſe and multiply ; Arts, Sciences and 
Trade flouriſh ; the Body becomes rich, pow- 
erful, and reſpectable. In every Station of 
Life, to be content, is to be happy : But where 
the Neceſſaries of Life are wanting, there can 
be no Content, no Happineſs ; the Body po- 
litic dwindles, and becomes contemptible. 


This City by the Providence of Heaven, 
and the Wiſdom of our Superiors, is abundant- 
ly ſupplied with Food, Raiment, and Places 
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of Habitation. We have Water in Abund- 


ance ; but Fire, one of the chief Conveniencies, 
is wanting, or very ſcarce, The want of this 
Article renders all the reſt of little Value ; the 
Artificer cannot work without Fire, nor his 
Wife prepare Nouriſhment for the Children; 
the Wife and Children are ſtarving with Cold 
and Hunger, and roar out their Wants conti. 
nually in the Father's Ears; the Man flies 
from Home for Relief, meets others in the 
ſame Condition ; they drink to drown Care; 
grow daring and deſperate in their Drink, and 
reſolve to find out Redreſs by any Means -what- 
ever ; they beg, rob and commit every Out- 
rage to come at what they want ; upon ſober 
Reflection they fly from Guilt, Shame, and 
their Families ; ſome are tranſported to the 
Plantations as Felons, and others more unfor- 


tunate die ſhamefully under the Direction of 
the Sheriff, 


How do theſe Things happen ? And how is 
this grievous Calamity brought about ? Why, 
every Citizen of Obſervation can anſwer, by 
Foreftallers, Regrators and Monopolizers of this 
moſt neceſſary Commodity, To theſe Mil- 
creants are diverſe of the fore-mentioned Ca- 
lamities owing; they clog the Wheels of 


Workmanſhip ; they benumn the Hands of 


the 
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the Manufacturer ; bring him to Want, Deſ⸗ 
peration, Exile and Death. 


A Sufficiency of Coals arrives Yearly, and 
| at all Times of the Year, for he Ute of the 
Inhabitants of this City; the Opulent take 
Care to lay in the Quantity, neceſſary for their 
Conſumption of Coals, in the Suramer-"Time, 
| when from the ſmall Ute made of them, and 
| the frequent Arrival of Ships they are cheap- 
| eſt; but the poor Artificers, who have no 
| Stocks of Money can lay in no Stocks of 
Coals ; they muſt depend upon the caſual Ar- 
WW "vl of Ships in the ſeveral Months of the Year 
and fo take their Chance. And the Poor, even 
in this Manner, would not ſuffer very great 
Diſtreſs, if the Quantities they want could be 
had ſo ſoon as the Ships arrive, and at the 
Price the Maſters of the Veſſels could well af- | 
| ford to ſell them; but alas, the ſeeming for- 
tunate Arrival of more than an hundred Ships, 
in a Time of Scarcity, avails the Poor but lit- 
tle; the Coals are all purchaſed in Bulk, by 
this Set of avaricious and mercileſs Men ; who 
bring the Coals to Sale by two or three Veſſels- 
at a Time; fix what Price they think fit, and 
make the poor Purchaſer pay as dear ſor them, 
as if no ſuch Import had been made, 


Upon 
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Upon a fair Inſpection into the true Value 
of Coals, it is found that at Whitehaven, the 
Jriſb Tun is had for 6s. 6d. our Money; often 
for leſs. The Duties and Expences here and 
on the other Side amount to 2s. 5 d. If the 
Maſter then receives 16s. for them in Dublin 
he is a Gainer of 7s. 1 d. per Tun; a Profit 


equal to his utmoſt ExpeCtation taking one 
Seaſon with another, 


In this Light the Maſter of each Veſſel is 
ſuppoſed to ſell for himſelf, and there is no 
monopolizing Factor between the real Seller 
and the Buyer. In this Light the Poor may 
buy at the Rate of 16s. per Tun, as well as 
the Rich. But when once the Bulk becomes 
the Property of a mercileſs Factor, at a Time 
when the Rich are made to pay 18 5. or 205, 


per Tun, the Poor cannot be ſupplied under 


245. or 26s. for the ſmall Quantities they 
ſtand in need of, and have ſome Times paid 
405. per Tun. — How is this immenſe Extor- 
tion carried on by theſe Factors? Why, they 
have large Repoſitaries, Coal-Vards, which 
can receive and contain large Quantities; the 
Shipman chooſes to ſell by Bulk to the Factors, 
that he may return ſpeedily, for his Sailors 
are a daily Expence to him; and then the 
Foreſtaller lays on his Price. Cannot * 
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be had for the Public, as well as for Individu- 
als? And if one Expence was made to ſet this 
scheme on Foot, would not that Sum remain 
a ſufficient Proviſion for a Number of Years 
| to come, 'till Time and Opportunity ſhould 
produce us Quantities equal to our Wants at 
Home? Something might be thought of to 
| help us in this Exigence, or Things will be 
going from bad to worſe to the Ruin of this 
City's Trade and Manufactures, 


In the Manner of Purchaſe, juſt before- 
mentioned, the Poor were ſuppoſed to buy 
their Coals from the Maſter of the Veſſel: 
The Maſter of the Veſlel was well paid at 163. 
per Tun, though he waited at Expence ſeveral 
Days, to diſcharge his Bulk, but in the Caſe of 
Yarding theCoals where the wholeBulk is bought 
atonce, and the Maſter at Liberty to return Home 
with the firtt Opportunity of Wind and Wea- 
ther, he will be glad of 15s. per Tun in the 
Summer Seaſon, and find his Account. 


The Quantity of Britiſb Coals imported 
Vearly is found to be about 106, ooo Tun; the 
Houſes in Dublin are about 13,000. 


To make an Eſtimate of the Conſumption 
of 106, Tun. We are firſt to conſider 
the great Quantities uſed in the publick 
Buildings of this City, as Barracks, Hoſpitals, 


College, 
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College, Breweries, Sugar-Boilers, Smiths 
Nailers, Glaſs-Houſes, with ſeveral other 
| Manufactures ; and if to theſe we add the 
Quantities drawn from the City to the Village, 
and fingle Houſes in the Environs of ten Miles 
about Dublin, we may ſuppoſe that theſe Con- 
ſumptions together, amount at leaſt to 10,000, 


We ſhall call this the Conſumption of the 
firſt Claſs ; we muſt then divide the remaining 
96,000 Tun among the 13, ooo Houſes, in 
ſuch Proportion as we apprehend may beſt an- 
ſwer the ſeveral Wants. We ſhall ſuppoſe 
then that one half of the 13, 000 Houſes, v2. 
6,500, make Uſe of two thirds of the 96,000 
Tuns, viz. 64, ooo, which if equally divided 
by the Houſes, gives 9 . 84, or 10 Tun, 
nearly to each Houſe ; and this we term the 
ſecond Claſs. | 


For the third Claſs we divide the remaining 
third of the 96,000 Tun, vis. 32,000 into 
three Parts; two Parts of which, vig. 21,333 
we ſuppoſe to be conſumed by 3,250, Houles, 
the fourth Part of the 13,000, which Coals 
being equally divided among this fourth Pan 
of the Houſes gives 6. 56 Tun to each Houle: 
There will then remain one third of the 32,000 
in 10666 for the laſt fourth Part of the 
Honſes, being the low Manufacturers, Jour- 


neymen and Poor, at 3. 28 each, which 
we 
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e call the fourth Claſs. —But this Eſtimate 
pay better be conceived if the Numbers are put 
bocther as follow: 


EIT e 
Diviſion of the Coals imported COALS 


„oolmong the Houſes in DUBLIN.) 1060 


Houles 


K "Firſt Claſs. 10000 


—_—_— 


| Second Claſs. 


too - 10000 = 96000 
96000 


= $3008. 
| 32000 Þ 32000 = 64000 


64000 Tun 
6500 eas . 84 eachHouſe 8 


/ 6500 


ſ Third Glaſs. 
| 2 = 10666 + 


| Tun 
10666 3 ＋ 10666 i= 21333 , 


Tun 
| 18 = 6. 56 each 


21333 


250 


Fourth Claſs, 


Tun | 
10066 _ 3. 28 each Houſe. 


3250 10666 
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105999 
And with the Fraction, it is 196000 
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For many of the loweſt Claſs burn for the moli 
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It may appear ſtrange to fome, that te 
Tun nearly to each Houſe can be a Quantiy 
ſufficient for one Half of the beſt Houſe 
in Dublin, when upon looking round we cn 
count great Numbers that conſume 29, 
30, 40, Tun and upwards. But here it i; 
to be conſidered how many Houſes of this 
Claſs are uninhabited by Extinction of Fx 

milies, Abſence from Ireland, in the Country, 

or otherwiſe diſpoſed of. How many mot 6 
by Frugality and Oeconomy, confine them- y 
ſelves to very ſmall Quantities ; how mam x 
make Uſe of Kilkenny, Ballycaſile Coal, and 
Turf, the Shares then of the Houſes unoc- 
cupied and uſing other firing redund to thoſe 
whoſe Occaſions call for more than 10 Tun 
as 15, 20, 30, &c. and the like Conſideration 
is applicable to the Third and Fourth Claſſes: 


wy yy — 


Part, Tan, Turff, Sticks, Cinders, and Sta- 
ble Litter, which makes a Redundance to 
many of that Claſs. 


It is to he ſuppoſed that the Houſes which 
conſume the greater Quantities provide for 
themſelves in convenient Time, ſo that the 
lower Artificers, Journeymen and Poor, are 
only to be provided for in the Quantity af 
10666, and if a proper Yard was had , 

ay 
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hy up theſe Coals, ſurely human Foreſight 
might form a Regulation for the Management 
and Governance of it, Proof againſt Jobberie 
and all Corruption. Now, if 11 Thouſand 
Tun were bought in at 1g s. per Tun, and 
ſold out yearly: at 16 % there would remain an 
yearly Profit of 550 /. to anſwer the Charges 
of Rent, Porterage, and proper Servants. 


Thus the Indigent would find their Wants 
ſupplied at an eaſy Price, all Times of the 
Year, without Dread of Winds, Weather, or 
Extortion ; Peace and Content would dwell 
in the Habitations of the poor Manufacturers, 
and the Trade of this City would flouriſh and 
encreaſe, 


The Writer is far from thinking this 
Eſtimate accurate. It is founded on the 
beſt Obſervations and Information he could 
receive ; but where the Uſe of Coals, in twa 
Houſes of the ſame Claſs, differs by the Ge- 
neroſity or Parſimony, the Indulgence or Au- 


ſterity of their different Occupiers, mean 


Quantities only can be aſſigned. The Con- 
ſumption of the firſt Claſs would, I appre- 
hend, be much greater, but that the Brewers, 
and other Manufacturers make Uſe of vaſt 
Quantities of Kenny, and as much as they 

Can 
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can obtain of - Ballycafile Coal. The Brewer, 
alone, upon an Average, make Uſe of 4,049 
Tun of Kilkenny Coal yearly ; near 100 Tun 
each. But if the Conſideration of this Matter 
ſhall be made by thoſe who have Power to 
procure all Information, the Particulars wil 
be much more exact. | 


Wiſdom and Compaſſion in our Superi- 
ors, who have us ever under their Care and 
Protection, did contrive to furniſh us with 
Bread at a cheap Price, through all the Ses. 
ſons of the Vear; and in that Article made 
Glad, and Profited all Degrees of People: 
The ſame Care, the ſame Power, ſubſiſts ſtill, 
and when they ſhall pleaſe to lend their At- 
tention to this Pious Conſideration ; no doubt 
but they will provide a Remedy ſufficient 
to the Evil. And that they may take this 
good Work in Hand ſoon, is the ſtrong 
Hope ny" earneſt Deſire of a Citizen, | 
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